
TAKEAWAY QUOTES FROM OCT. 9 LEGISLATIVE HEARING:

TOM AMMIANO:

I don’t want lip service, you know. I want real testimony from those who are the most concerned and, if necessary, I want legislation 
from these hearings. … The hearings that we had previously resulted in what I thought were some cosmetic changes, not changes that 
have the kind of depth and substance that we’re seeking. So, you know, spare us today. Tell us the truth even if it’s not pleasant 
because maybe working together we can come up with a solution to what I think has been a very, very aberrant policy attitude on the 
part of the CDCR.

What I gathered from my visits, just for the sake of argument, is because those of situations for 10 years is just excessive – but “I’m 
going to punish you in such a way that when you are released, you’ll know that that’s what’s going to happen to you again if you don’t 
correct that behavior.” But I think the misstep is that behavior is not going to be corrected by that action. 

LONI HANCOCK:

Of particular interest to me is how do you test the gap between policy and actual practice in the prisons?…  specifically, for example, 
how would you know if an inmate was wrongly validated as a gang member and placed in SHU for that reason?

Where in this process does the prisoner have an advisor or an advocate or counsel? (none) Let me just say that seems to me to be a 
huge problem.

My concern is what happens to people who are released from these conditions of deprivation of other human contact or activities or 
planning for themselves … I don’t think they’re being prepared for rehabilitation and re-entry.

I learn a lot through talking to people and getting case histories.

And also the business of debriefing. It seems to me that’s a strange concept. We need to really – if it becomes a condition for getting 
out of the SHU, there’s so many opportunities for corruption in that kind of testimony – that we need to look at it

And we want to end up, as many people have said, with a prison system that is the best and most rehabilitative in the nation.

NANCY SKINNER:

But it’s [forming groups] a very natural human tendency. And to have as a policy – and I know you’ve just described some change to 
it – but to have as a policy being put in the SHU for that reason alone just seems very, very difficult to justify.

we need to refine our criteria because it (solitary confinement) doesn’t seem now to being used as a last resort.

ROBERT BARTON:

I oversee the office that has the mandate within the statutes of the Penal Code to give transparency and accountability to the 
Department of Corrections.

Inmates are allowed to talk to one another within their units, cell-to-cell. … Also, chaplains and teachers are allowed to interact with 
inmates cell-front if they request or in a voluntary education program.

In terms of showers, Pelican Bay allows them daily … 

MICHAEL STAINER:

But for the most part, there’s no counsel or advocates or representatives (for prisoners, in the review process). 

We need this informational gathering system to judge whether or not these policies are effect, to measure the effectiveness of these 
policies. And that would lead us into the next phase of adjustments to the policies and are we doing the right thing. … we’re always 
open to suggestions to things we can look at. We’re not against that at all.

Each of the SHUs have religion and participants in that – not just at the cell-front although it is the main mode of transmission at 
Pelican Bay. … We do recognize that one thing we are lacking is probably some pre-release or transitional programming for the 
inmates that are going to be released. Presently, we do not have any of those programs.

KELLY HARRINGTON:



some of those items that we’re looking at or in the pilot program that we’re addressing to put in some more due process at this time. 
… The biggest change to this policy is now the inmate will now appear before a committee who will actually review that. So – and 
this was never been the case before, where he’ll actually sit in front of a classification committee chaired by a correctional captain, 
who then review every aspect of that validation and at that point affirm or reject that validation. And at that point, the inmate is either 
validated or not validated.  Now, once that’s taken place, the inmate still has all of his appeals rights where they can appeal – continue 
through that process. 

HANCOCK: Nobody in Pelican Bay would go into the SHU with a mental health issue?  HARRINGTON: Correct.

MARGARET WINTER:

Being subjected to prolonged social isolation causes extreme psychic punishment and pain.  And especially when that isolation is 
combined with enforced idleness and sensory deprivation – it causes agonizing psychic pain.     

There is a growing body of evidence that solitary confinement does little or nothing to promote public safety or prison safety.   And 
that it is so harsh and so likely to damage people that is should be used as sparingly as possible.  Only, ONLY for prisoners who pose 
a current, active, on-going serious threat to the safety of prison staff and other prisoners.  It should be used only as a last resort and for 
as short a time as possible.  

Even when there is a compelling security need for physical separation, that is no justification for extreme social isolation, sensory 
deprivation and enforced idleness.  

Above the gate to Hell in Dante’s Inferno was written “Abandon all hope, ye who enter here.”  And that should not be the mantra of 
state prisons.  

… what you need to do is to provide conditions that allow that person to have a life instead of going around the bend from total 
sensory deprivation, monotony, and isolation. … There should be as much as possible things to think about and things to accomplish 
rather than just having a dead brain by being alone with nobody to talk to, nothing to see. So you have to enhance those opportunities. 
And then you have to be willing to re-examine this individual’s progress.

What there really is no justification for is to say that the only way to be safe is to put this person in a blank room with a steel door, in a 
room that is the size of a small bathroom. That is not needed for safety. … When you’re seeing these big numbers, there’s something 
terribly wrong. It’s extremely, extremely rare – the phenomenon of somebody who really needs to be isolated from other human 
beings or from nature for that matter.

KERAMET REITER: 

The indeterminate sentences are unusual. … the impact of this policy is disproportionately felt by minorities.  … this policy is 
incredibly expensive. 

there’s little evidence behind this claim and less evidence that there are 4,000 or more of the worst of the worst prisoners. 

…  one of the things I’ve heard from former SHU prisoners is that one of the hardest parts is never seeing nature or living things. … 
Those kinds of things don’t require any safety compromises to make sure that we treat people more like the human beings everybody 
is no matter what they’ve done, making sure that they have access to living things and natural light, for instance. 

DOLORES CANALES:

And as a mother it is a daily struggle to hold on to hope when you realize that CDC has went on for decades to defend their policies, 
and now even making a beautiful little book  with colored pictures to describe and to show how pretty the cells are.

DORSEY NUNN:

Subjecting people to disciplinary write-ups for peaceful dissent will not stop them from trying to end their torture or from attempting 
to secure justice.

… the worst of the worst possibly could be people who are profiting on a daily basis off of my misery. 

STEPHEN CZIFRA:

the one thing that makes us people is other people. So saying that a person is not confined because they’re in a cell with another 
person who is being confined but they can’t see their child – like this program is ripping communities apart; it’s tearing families apart.


